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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE PACK

Global Ocean is a marine conservation charity based in London intent on spreading the word
on plastic pollution in our oceans. We have produced this 'Plastic Not Fantastic' resource pack in
order to encourage children to engage in a number of fun and thought provoking activities to
learn more about the growing problem of plastic pollution. We hope that the information and
tasks provided will raise awareness on this key issue, whilst increasing children's knowledge of
recycling and reducing their plastic waste.

This pack aims to inform children about:

A How plastic reaches the oceans and affects marine habitats
The impact of plastic pollution on marine species
The dangers of plastic entering the marine food chain
The negative implications on human health

The activities in this pack include various arts and craft ideas that can be adapted to your
own school's curriculum or initiatives, or even to your local council regulations on recycling.
While we recommend trying out all the following activities, each can also be carried out
independently. We also encourage getting children to take these ideas home with them. We
hope you enjoy sharing these resources and activities with your class, family and friends!
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INTRODUCTION TO PLASTIC POLLUTION

|deasof your own

Over the last 50 years, plastic products have become almost irreplaceable in our lives and are
used in huge quantities across the world. 8% of the world's crude oil is used for producing plastic in thousands

of different forms for human beings. <V Y =
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As this substance is very cheap and versatile around 50% of tl,fie plastic items we produce are

single use products and subsequently get thrown away dLl;r(\ost immediately. Plastics do not

biodegrade, they photodegrade; this involves plastic brﬁ Il’lg down into smaller and smaller pieces under the
exposure of the sun's ultraviolet rays but never ceasing to exust in their most

basic form. This means, with the exception of the sma;ll amouk;t that has been incinerated, virtually every
piece of plastic ever made still exists in some shape, 6r fbrm\ \
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AROUND 50% OF THE PLASTIC ITEMS WE PRODUCE ARE SINGLE
USE PRODUCTS THAT WE THROW AWAY ALMOST
IMMEDIATELY!
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