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KEY FACTS ABOUT SHARKS
Sharks range greatly in size,
from the deep sea-dwelling
dwarf lanternshark which only
grows to 6.7 inches long, to the
biggest fish on our planet – the
majestic whale shark – which
can grow over 40 feet and
weigh over 20 tons.

Sharks, along with rays
and skates, are members
of the elasmobranch
subclass, a group
characterized by their
cartilaginous skeletons.
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The earliest sharks date
back more than 420 million
years. Modern sharks
emerged around 100 million
years ago, and have since
evolved into over 470 species.

Unlike other fish,
sharks control the
proportions of highdensity and low-density
fats in their livers to
control their buoyancy.

Sharks have an incredibly
keen sense of smell. They
can detect one drop of blood
in one million drops of
water, up to a quarter of a
mile away.

INTRODUCTION
Only 29% of the world’s surface is covered by land –
the other 71% percent is covered by our oceans. The
oceans are vitally important to life on Earth as they
control our climate, provide us with food, and also are
a great resource for the entire world to enjoy when it
comes to leisure activities, such as diving, watersports
and fishing. But the sea is under threat from human
activities, and it is our collective responsibility to
become stewards of the oceans, by protecting its
inhabitants and the habitats they rely on.
The Gulf is home to 30 species of elasmobranchs
(sharks, rays and skates). However, many of
these ancient ocean-dwellers are on the verge of
disappearing due to the trade in shark fins. Shark
fins are used in traditional Chinese medicine and
ceremonies, and bowls of shark fin soup can easily
cost over US$100 per bowl. This is a crucial issue
which we need to tackle quickly to stop these
beautiful creatures becoming extinct!
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THE PROBLEM!
Sharks are incredibly important
to the ecosystems that they
inhabit. Many species of shark
are apex predators, which
means they sit at the top of the
food chain and play a key role in
regulating the populations of fish
lower down the chain. This
is called top-down control.
Sharks often prey on weak, sick,
or old fish, with the result that
the remaining populations are
comprised of the healthiest fish.
In turn these fish are the most
likely to breed, producing large
numbers of healthy offspring,
and maintaining this healthy
population.
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Scientists originally thought
that by removing sharks, the
populations of fish lower in
the food chain would increase.
However, we now know that
these populations could collapse
entirely, as diseased individuals
would be allowed to survive,
causing catastrophic disease
outbreaks, which could potentially
wipe out entire species.

We need
to cause a
commotion for
the ocean and
act to save
these ancient
creatures
before we lose
them forever.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
1 Do not buy food containing shark fins/meat.
2 Avoid restaurants or hotels that serve food
with shark products in them.
3 Sign up to the Bite Back shark campaign at
bite-back.com/campaigns

Say no
to shark

4 Alert the team at Bite Back if you see shark
on sale anywhere so they can go about
putting a stop to it.
5 Tell all of your friends and family about
the amazing facts on sharks and how
beautiful and essential they are – so we can
raise awareness to protect them together.
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Sharks have be
en around
for about 400 m
illion years
and have been
safeguarding
the oceans befo
re dinosaurs
roamed the eart
h!
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only ea
t other
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fish.

Although many sharks are
carnivores, some eat plankton
instead, just like baleen
whales! The largest shark
feeds on tiny plankton and can
be seen in the Gulf: the gentle
giant – the whale shark.
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Sharks do not ha
ve a single
bone in their bo
dies – instead,
their skeleton is
made up of
cartilage (like th
e tip of your ear)
to allow them to
move faster
and freely throug
h the water.
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Last year, only 12
people died
because of shar
k incidents in
comparison to ab
out
100,000,000 shar
ks which
humans killed.
Is this fair?
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UAE DOLPHINS
LET’S MAKE THE UAE A PLACE
WHERE DOLPHINS CAN BE HAPPY!

Have you seen the dolphins at the Aquaventure
waterpark at Atlantis? Dolphins are highly intelligent
mammals. They are so clever they have even saved
people that have fallen into the sea. Dolphins can
often be seen here in the UAE waters and spend
most of their time playing and looking for food.
Our fascination with dolphins has led to a business
where they are rounded up for aquariums or even
killed. Sadly, dolphins are very unhappy when kept
in captive conditions. They lead happy lives in the
ocean, until we tear them away from their homes
and families. We need to stop going to see the
dolphins in captivity, so aquariums will close.
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COMPETITION TIME
Do you want to help keep dolphins out
of captivity and WIN a trip to Wild Wadi
and Dhs 5000 for your school?
All you have to do to be in with a
chance of winning these great prizes is
draw a dolphin in the wild with the title
‘Captive Dolphins Deserve Freedom!’
Be as creative as you like and send in
your entry with your name, age and
school to info@globalocean.org.uk
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PLASTIC POISON!
When we grow tired of our plastic objects
and throw them out, have you ever wondered
what happens to them? Well, they often end
up in our oceans and become poisonous!
Plastic pollution also affects traditional
fishing in areas such as Kerala, South
India and the UAE. Fish feed on small bits
of plastic, which look like tiny sea animals
called plankton, causing choking or even
death. In fact, when fish eat small bits of
plastic, they enter our food chain and end up
on our plates too.
We want to make sure that the UAE has the
cleanest seas in the world – and we can do
this by reducing our plastic use, by using
cotton or tote bags instead of plastic bags
and spreading the word!
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Tote or cotton bags
are better than
plastic. Help the
ocean, do your bit!
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Global Ocean aims to educate children
on their local marine environments
in order to conserve the oceans for
generations to come!
Global Ocean is a marine conservation charity, based in
London, encouraging children to learn and care about their
local marine environments to preserve them for the future.
We are especially keen on protecting the 16 endangered
UAE shark species, including the Whaleshark and Sawfish,
as the UAE is currently the 5th largest importer of shark fins
in the world.
info@globalocean.org.uk | globalocean.org.uk | facebook.com/globalocean
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